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magine a cricket about the size of an ordinary mosquito,—with a pair of
antennae much longer than his own body, and so fine that you can
distinguish them only against the light. Kusa-Hibari is the Japanese name
of him; and he is worth in the market exactly twelve cents: that is to say,
very much more than his weight in gold. Twelve cents for such a gnat-like thing!...

To keep him clean and well fed is somewhat troublesome: could you see him,
you would think it absurd to take any pains for the sake of a creature so small.

But always at sunset the soul of him awakens: then the room begins to fill
with a delicate and ghostly music of indescribable sweetness,—a thin, thin
silvery rippling and trilling as of tiniest electric bells. As the darkness deepens,
the sound becomes sweeter,—sometimes swelling till the whole house seems to
vibrate with the elfish resonance,—sometimes thinning down into the faintest
imaginable thread of a voice. But loud or low, it keeps a penetrating quality that
is weird.... All night the atomy thus sings; he ceases only when the temple bell
proclaims the hour of dawn.

Now this tiny song is a song of love,—vague love of the unseen and unknown.
He sings the song of his race as it was sung a myriad years ago, and as faultlessly
as if he understood the exact significance of every note. Then that song brought
him love-and death. He has forgotten all about death, but he remembers the love.
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And therefore he sings now-for the bride that will never come.
So that his longing is unconsciously retrospective: he cries to the dust of the

past,—he calls to the silence and the gods for the return of time.... Human lovers
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do very much the same thing without knowing it. They call their illusion as

Ideal; and their Ideal is, after all, a mere shadowing of race-experience, a
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phantom of organic memory. The living present has very little to do with it.... QH’
Perhaps this atomy also has an ideal, or at least the rudiment of an ideal; but, in — %
any event, the tiny desire must utter its plaint in vain. I/n\l

Night after night, the plaintive, sweet, unanswered trilling touched me like a 5 ~ b
reproach,—and I tried to buy a female. It was too late in the season; there were 7 v
no more kusa-hibari for sale, either males or females. It was already the second e L‘
day of the tenth month. My grass-lark still sings at the close of the eleventh t

month, and I hope to keep him alive until the Period of Greatest Cold. However,
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the rest of his generation are probably dead: neither for love nor money could I

now find him a mate. /I >
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